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CUSTOM WHEELCHAİRS FOR GROWİNG CHİLDREN:
NEW VS. MODİFİCATİONS

NAVİGATİNG THE WORLD OF CUSTOM WHEELCHAİRS FOR A
GROWİNG CHİLD CAN BE COMPLEX. AS CHİLDREN DEVELOP, THEİR
PHYSİCAL NEEDS CHANGE, AND THEİR MOBİ.LİTY EQUİPMENT MUST

ADAPT ACCORDİNGLY. 

THİS GUİDE AİMS TO CLARİFY WHEN A CHİLD MİGHT NEED A
COMPLETELY NEW CUSTOM WHEELCHAİR VERSUS WHEN

MODİFİCATİONS TO THEİR EXİSTİNG CHAİR ARE SUFFİCİENT TO
ACCOMMODATE THEİR GROWTH.

THE IMPORTANCE OF PROFESSİONAL ASSESSMENT
THE DECİSİON TO MODİFY OR REPLACE A WHEELCHAİR SHOULD

ALWAYS BE MADE İN CONSULTATİON WİTH A TEAM OF
PROFESSİONALS. THİS TEAM TYPİCALLY İNCLUDES:

REHABİLİTATİON TECHNOLOGY SUPPLİER (RTS/ATP): A
CERTİFİED PROFESSİONAL WHO SPECİALİZES İN ASSİSTİVE

TECHNOLOGY AND CAN ASSESS THE CHAİR'S CUR
RENT FİT AND POTENTİAL FOR ADJUSTMENT.

OCCUPATİONAL THERAPİST (OT) OR PHYSİCAL THERAPİST
(PT): THESE THERAPİSTS UNDERSTAND THE CHİLD'S

FUNCTİONAL ABİLİTİES, POSTURAL NEEDS, AND HOW
THECHAİR İMPACTS THEİR DEVELOPMENT AND

PARTİCİPATİON.

PHYSİCİAN: TO PROVİDE MEDİCAL CONTEXT AND APPROVE
PRESCRİPTİONS FOR NEW EQUİPMENT.

REGULAR REASSESSMENTS (AT LEAST ANNUALLY, OR MORE
FREQUENTLY DURİNG GROWTH SPURTS) ARE CRUCİAL TO

ENSURE THE WHEELCHAİR CONTİNUES TO MEET THE CHİLD'S
EVOLVİNG NEEDS, PROMOTE HEALTHY DEVELOPMENT, AND

PREVENT SECONDARY COMPLİCATİONS SUCH AS PRESSURE
SORES OR MUSCULOSKELETAL DEFORMİTİES.



CONCLUSİON

THE CHOİCE BETWEEN MODİFYİNG AN EXİSTİNG CUSTOM
WHEELCHAİR AND ACQUİRİNG A NEW ONE FOR A

GROWİNG CHİLD DEPENDS ON A MULTİTUDE OF FACTORS,
PRİMARİLY THE EXTENT OF THE CHİLD'S GROWTH RELATİVE

TO THE CHAİR'S ADJUSTABİLİTY, CHANGES İN THEİR
MEDİCAL CONDİTİON, AND SAFETY CONSİDERATİONS.

WHİLE MODİFİCATİONS CAN EXTEND THE LİFE OF A CHAİR
AND ARE OFTEN MORE ECONOMİCAL, THERE COMES A

POİNT WHEN A NEW, PROPERLY FİTTED CUSTOM
WHEELCHAİR BECOMES ESSENTİAL FOR THE CHİLD'S

COMFORT, SAFETY, İNDEPENDENCE, AND LONG-TERM
HEALTH. ALWAYS CONSULT WİTH A QUALİFİED TEAM OF

PROFESSİONALS TO MAKE THE MOST İNFORMED DECİSİON
FOR YOUR CHİLD.
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